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Welcome to Maranatha 2022! 
 
We’re looking forward to what’s ahead for you and for our church as we engage in this 40-
day prayer experience.  
 
We encourage you to fully immerse yourself in this experience. Grab a journal or notebook 
to keep a written record of how God is transforming your heart and your life. 
 
This devotional guide includes a reading and simple challenge for you to do each day. All 
readings are excerpts from the book Maranatha by Ellen White. 
 
From April 5 to May 14, we have three ways for us to pray together. You’re welcome to join 
any or all sessions when you’re available. 
 

 Mornings at 6:30 am CDT on Zoom. 
 Midday from 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm on Zoom. 
 Monday evenings at 7:00 pm CDT on Zoom. 

 
Connect on Zoom: https://mansask-ca.zoom.us/j/6565732478 
Connect by phone: 204 272 7920 {ID: 656 573 2478} 
 
Blessings to you! 
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A NEW LIFE – DAY 1 
 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God.... You must be born anew. John 3:5-7, R.S.V. 

He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is attempting an 
impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of 
godliness. The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a 
transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This 
change can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit... 

A person may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to trace all the circumstances in 
the process of conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. By an agency as 
unseen as the wind, Christ is constantly working upon the heart. Little by little, perhaps 
unconsciously to the receiver, impressions are made that tend to draw the soul to Christ... 
Suddenly, as the Spirit comes with more direct appeal, the soul gladly surrenders itself to 
Jesus. By many this is called sudden conversion; but it is the result of long wooing by the 
Spirit of God, —a patient, protracted process. 

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen and felt. So the work of 
the Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself in every act of him who has felt its saving power. 
When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts 
are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, 
envy, and strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of 
heaven. No one sees the hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the 
courts above. The blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then 
that power which no human eye can see creates a new being in the image of God. 

It is impossible for finite minds to comprehend the work of redemption. Its mystery 
exceeds human knowledge; yet he who passes from death to life realizes that it is a divine 
reality. The beginning of redemption we may know here through a personal experience. 
Its results reach through the eternal ages.  

Challenge: Find a place away from the crowd to pray three times today. 
 
 
BE ALERT FOR SATAN’S DEVICES – DAY 2 
 
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the faith. 1 Peter 5:8, 9 
 
Let every soul be on the alert. The adversary is on your track. Be vigilant, watching 
diligently lest some carefully concealed and masterly snare shall take you unawares. Let 
the careless and indifferent beware lest the day of the Lord come upon them as a thief in 
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the night. Many will wander from the path of humility, and, casting aside the yoke of 
Christ, will walk in strange paths. Blinded and bewildered, they will leave the narrow path 
that leads to the city of God... 

He who overcomes must watch; for, with worldly entanglements, error, and superstition, 
Satan strives to win Christ's followers from Him. It is not enough that we avoid glaring 
dangers and perilous, inconsistent moves. We are to keep close to the side of Christ, 
walking in the path of self-denial and sacrifice. We are in an enemy's country. He who was 
cast out of heaven has come down with great power. With every conceivable artifice and 
device he is seeking to take souls captive. Unless we are constantly on guard we shall fall 
an easy prey to his unnumbered deceptions.  

Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe the truth for this time 
should realize. They should act in reference to the day of God. The judgments of God are 
about to fall upon the world, and we need to be preparing for that great day. 

Our time is precious. We have but few, very few days of probation in which to make ready 
for the future, immortal life. We have no time to spend in haphazard movements. We 
should fear to skim the surface of the word of God.  

If your whole interest is in the truth and the preparatory work for this time you will be 
sanctified through the truth and receive a fitness for immortality.... The thorough work of 
preparation must go on with all who profess the truth, until we stand before the throne of 
God without fault, without a spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. God will cleanse you if you 
will submit to the purifying process.  

Challenge: Drink more water. 
 
 
WHY PROBATION LINGERS – DAY 3 
 
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 2 Peter 
3:9. 

We are now upon the very borders of the eternal world, but it is the purpose of the 
adversary of souls to lead us to put far off the close of time. Satan will in every conceivable 
manner assail those who profess to be the commandment-keeping people of God and to 
be waiting for the second appearing of our Saviour in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. He will lead as many as possible to put off the evil day and become in spirit like 
the world, imitating its customs. 

In consideration of the shortness of time we as a people should watch and pray, and in no 
case allow ourselves to be diverted from the solemn work of preparation for the great 
event before us. Because the time is apparently extended, many have become careless 
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and indifferent in regard to their words and actions. They do not realize their danger and 
do not see and understand the mercy of our God in lengthening their probation, that they 
may have time to form characters for the future, immortal life. Every moment is of the 
highest value. Time is granted them, not to be employed in studying their own ease and 
becoming dwellers on the earth, but to be used in the work of overcoming every defect in 
their own characters and in helping others, by example and personal effort, to see the 
beauty of holiness. God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing 
down the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying the 
truth, that they may not be found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear... 

The signs foretold in prophecy are fast fulfilling around us. This should arouse every true 
follower of Christ to zealous action.  

Challenge: Eat healthy. 
 
 
YOUR CASE COMING UP – DAY 4 
 
Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come. Revelation 14:7. 

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, to 
begin the work of the investigative judgment.  

As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on 
Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our 
Advocate presents the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living. 
Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are accepted, names 
rejected. When any have sins remaining upon the books of record, unrepented of and 
unforgiven, their names will be blotted out of the book of life... 

We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the typical service, while the high 
priest was making the atonement for Israel, all were required to afflict their souls by 
repentance of sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they be cut off from among the 
people. In like manner, all who would have their names retained in the book of life, should 
now, in the few remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls before God by sorrow 
for sin and true repentance. There must be deep, faithful searching of heart... There is 
earnest warfare before all who would subdue the evil tendencies that strive for the 
mastery. The work of preparation is an individual work. We are not saved in groups. The 
purity and devotion of one will not offset the want of these qualities in another... Every one 
must be tested, and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.   

All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning 
sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their names in the books of heaven; as they 
have become partakers of the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be 
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in harmony with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be 
accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares, ... “I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25.  

Challenge: Exercise for at least 30 minutes. 
 
 
GET READY, GET READY, GET READY! – DAY 5 

 
Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. Amos 4:12. 

Suppose that today Christ should appear in the clouds of heaven, who ... would be ready to 
meet Him? Suppose we should be translated into the kingdom of heaven just as we are. 
Would we be prepared to unite with the saints of God, to live in harmony with the royal 
family, the children of the heavenly King? What preparation have you made for the 
judgment? Have you made your peace with God? Are you laboring together with God? Are 
you seeking to help those around you, those in your home, those in your neighborhood, 
those with whom you come in contact that are not keeping the commandments of God? ... 
Are we getting ready to meet the King? ... 

If it were possible for us to be admitted into heaven as we are, how many of us would be 
able to look upon God? How many of us have on the wedding-garment? How many of us 
are without spot or wrinkle or any such thing? How many of us are worthy to receive the 
crown of life? ... Position does not make the man. It is Christ formed within that makes a 
man worthy of receiving the crown of life, that fadeth not away.  

I was pointed to the remnant on the earth. The angel said to them, “Will ye shun the seven 
last plagues? ... If so, ye must die that ye may live. Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye must 
have a greater preparation than ye now have... Sacrifice all to God. Lay all upon His altar—
self, property, and all, a living sacrifice. It will take all to enter glory.” 

Christ is coming with power and great glory. He is coming with His own glory and with the 
glory of the Father... While the wicked flee from His presence, Christ's followers will 
rejoice... To His faithful followers Christ has been a daily companion and familiar friend. 
They have lived in close contact, in constant communion with God. Upon them the glory of 
the Lord has risen... Now they rejoice in the undimmed rays of the brightness and glory of 
the King in His majesty. They are prepared for the communion of heaven; for they have 
heaven in their hearts.  

If you are right with God today, you are ready if Christ should come today.  

Challenge: Go to bed early. 
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A TIME FOR DECISION – DAY 6 
 
Choose you this day whom ye will serve. Joshua 24:15. 

Today the world is mad: an insanity is upon men and women, and is hurrying them on to 
eternal ruin. Every species of indulgence prevails, and men have become so infatuated 
with vice that they will not listen to warnings or appeals. 

The Lord says to the people of the earth, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” All are 
now deciding their eternal destiny. Men need to be aroused to realize the solemnity of the 
time, the nearness of the day when human probation shall be ended. God gives no man a 
message that it will be five years or ten years or twenty years before this earth's history 
shall close. He would not give any living being an excuse for delaying the preparation for 
His appearing. He would have no one say, as did the unfaithful servant, “My lord delayeth 
his coming;” for this leads to reckless neglect of the opportunities and privileges given to 
prepare us for that great day. Everyone who claims to be a servant of God is called to do 
His service as if each day might be the last... 

Talk of the speedy appearing of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. Put not off that day... 

Here is the great burden to be carried by each one. Are my sins forgiven? Has Christ, the 
burden-bearer, taken away my guilt? Have I a clean heart, purified by the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ? Woe be to any soul who is not seeking a refuge in Christ. Woe be to all who 
shall in any way divert the mind from the work, and cause any soul to be less vigilant now... 

The great work from which the mind should not be diverted is the consideration of our 
personal standing in the sight of God. Are our feet on the Rock of Ages? Are we hiding 
ourselves in the only Refuge? The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared 
to meet it? Are we one with Christ as He is one with the Father? Are we heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ? ... 

The character of Christ is to be our character. We are to be transformed by the renewing of 
our hearts. Here is our only safety. Nothing can separate a living Christian from God.   

Challenge: Reduce or eliminate sugar from your diet. 
 
 
LIVING TO SAVE OTHERS – DAY 7 

 
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me. Luke 9:23. 

The sin which is indulged to the greatest extent, and which separates us from God and 
produces so many contagious spiritual disorders, is selfishness. There can be no returning 
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to the Lord except by self-denial. Of ourselves we can do nothing; but, through God 
strengthening us, we can live to do good to others, and in this way shun the evil of 
selfishness. We need not go to heathen lands to manifest our desire to devote all to God in 
a useful, unselfish life. We should do this in the home circle, in the church, among those 
with whom we associate and with whom we do business. Right in the common walks of life 
is where self is to be denied and kept in subordination. 

Paul could say: “I die daily.” It is the daily dying to self in the little transactions of life that 
makes us overcomers. We should forget self in the desire to do good to others. With many 
there is a decided lack of love for others. Instead of faithfully performing their duty, they 
seek rather their own pleasure. 

God positively enjoins upon all His followers a duty to bless others with their influence and 
means, and to seek that wisdom of Him which will enable them to do all in their power to 
elevate the thoughts and affections of those who come within their influence. In doing for 
others, a sweet satisfaction will be experienced, an inward peace which will be a sufficient 
reward. When actuated by a high and noble desire to do others good, they will find true 
happiness in a faithful discharge of life's manifold duties. This will bring more than an 
earthly reward; for every faithful, unselfish performance of duty is noticed by the angels 
and shines in the life record. 

In heaven none will think of self, nor seek their own pleasure; but all, from pure, genuine 
love, will seek the happiness of the heavenly beings around them. If we wish to enjoy 
heavenly society in the earth made new, we must be governed by heavenly principles here.   

The greatest work that can be done in our world is to glorify God by living the character of 
Christ.  

Challenge: Go for a walk 
 
 
GOD’S CALL TO REFORM – DAY 8 

 
Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. James 1:6. 

Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied together. In the prayer of 
faith there is a divine science; it is a science that everyone who would make his life-work a 
success must understand. Christ says, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. He makes it plain that our 
asking must be according to God's will; we must ask for the things that He has promised, 
and whatever we receive must be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the promise is 
unequivocal. 
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For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength 
to do His work, for any gift He has promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we 
receive, and return thanks to God that we have received. We need look for no outward 
evidence of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we may go about our work assured 
that what God has promised He is able to perform, and that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we need it most. 

To live thus by the word of God means the surrender to Him of the whole life. There will be 
felt a continual sense of need and dependence, a drawing out of the heart after God. 
Prayer is a necessity; for it is the life of the soul. Family prayer, public prayer, have their 
place; but it is secret communion with God that sustains the soul life... 

An intensity such as never before was seen is taking possession of the world. In 
amusement, in money-making, in the contest for power, in the very struggle for existence, 
there is a terrible force that engrosses body and mind and soul. In the midst of this 
maddening rush, God is speaking. He bids us come apart and commune with Him. “Be still, 
and know that I am God.” ... 

Not a pause for a moment in His presence, but personal contact with Christ, to sit down in 
companionship with Him—this is our need.  

Challenge: Spend time reading & meditating on the Word of God. 
 
 
VIRTUE OF SELF-FORGETFULNESS – DAY 9 

 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me. Galatians 2:20. 

By faith Paul appropriated the grace of Christ, and this grace supplied the necessities of his 
soul. By faith he received the heavenly gift, and imparted it to souls longing for light. This 
is the experience we need... Pray for this faith. Strive for it. Believe that God will give it to 
you. 

There is a great work to be done in our world. This is no dreamland. Before us are living 
realities. On every hand are to be seen the manifestations of Satan's power. Let us co-
operate with Him who works to restore and uplift. And let us not forget that he who works 
for Christ must recruit his strength at the source of all strength... Christians need power of 
thought, firmness of will, and knowledge that comes from the study of God's Word. They 
cannot afford to fill their minds with trifles. Every day they must be renewed in spiritual 
power. 

Learn of Him who has said, “I am meek and lowly in heart.” Learning of Him, you will find 
rest. Day by day you will gain an experience in the things of God, day by day realize the 
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greatness of His salvation and the glory of a union with Him. Constantly you will learn 
better how to live Christlike, and constantly you will grow more like the Saviour. 

If we will die to self, if we will enlarge our idea of what Christ can be to us and what we can 
be to Him, if we will unite with one another in the bonds of Christian fellowship, God will 
work through us with mighty power. Then we shall be sanctified through the truth. We 
shall indeed be chosen by God and controlled by His Spirit. Every day of life will be precious 
to us, because we shall see in it an opportunity to use our entrusted gifts for the blessing 
of others.  

We must forget self in loving service for others... We may not remember some act of 
kindness which we do, ... but eternity will bring out in all its brightness every act done for 
the salvation of souls, every word spoken for the comfort of God's children; and these 
deeds done for Christ's sake will be a part of our joy through all eternity.  

Challenge: Don’t worry. Instead, pray whenever you’re tempted to worry. 
 
 
WHY SO MANY IDLERS – DAY 10 

 
You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth. Acts 1:8, R.S.V. 

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have shared. Everyone who 
has received the gospel has been given sacred truth to impart to the world. God's faithful 
people have always been aggressive missionaries, consecrating their resources to the 
honor of His name, and wisely using their talents in His service... 

The members of God's church are to be zealous of good works, separating from worldly 
ambition, and walking in the footsteps of Him who went about doing good. With hearts 
filled with sympathy and compassion, they are to minister to those in need of help, 
bringing to sinners a knowledge of the Saviour's love. Such work calls for laborious effort, 
but it brings a rich reward. Those who engage in it with sincerity of purpose will see souls 
won to the Saviour... 

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.” Revelation 22:17. 
The charge to give this invitation includes the entire church. Everyone who has heard the 
invitation is to echo the message from hill and valley, saying, “Come.” ... 

Hundreds, yea, thousands, who have heard the message of salvation, are still idlers in the 
market place, when they might be engaged in some line of active service. To these Christ is 
saying, “Why stand ye here all the day idle?” and He adds, “Go ye also into the 
vineyard.” Matthew 20:6, 7. Why is it that many more do not respond to the call? Is it 
because they think themselves excused in that they do not stand in the pulpit? Let them 
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understand that there is a large work to be done outside the pulpit by thousands of 
consecrated lay members. 

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church so that 
everyone shall be working for Him according to his ability. When the members of the 
church of God do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in 
fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be warned, and the Lord 
Jesus will return to this earth with power and great glory. “This gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.” Matthew 24:14.  

Challenge: Don’t complain. 
 
 
ALL OUR TREASURES FOR GOD – DAY 11 

 
Freely ye have received, freely give. Matthew 10:8. 

All that men receive of God's bounty still belongs to God. Whatever He has bestowed in 
the valuable and beautiful things of earth is placed in our hands to test us, to sound the 
depths of our love for Him and our appreciation of His favors. Whether it be the treasures 
of wealth or of intellect, they are to be laid, a willing offering, at the feet of Jesus.   

In commissioning His disciples to go “into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” Christ assigned to men the work of extending the knowledge of His grace. But 
while some go forth to preach, He calls upon others ... for offerings with which to support 
His cause in the earth.  

Not all can make large offerings, not all can do great works, magnificent deeds; but all can 
practice self-denial, all can reveal the unselfishness of the Saviour. Some can bring large 
gifts to the Lord's treasury; others can bring only mites; but every gift brought in sincerity 
is accepted by the Lord.  

Many would be surprised to see how much could be saved for the cause of God by acts of 
self-denial. The small sums saved by deeds of sacrifice will do more for the upbuilding of 
the cause of God than larger gifts will accomplish that have not called for denial of self. 

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ's self-sacrificing love is revealed upon 
the cross. That man might be saved, He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. The 
cross of Christ appeals to the benevolence of every follower of the blessed Saviour. The 
principle there illustrated is to give, give... The principle of worldlings is to get, get... 

The light of the gospel shining from the cross of Christ rebukes selfishness... Many of 
God's people are in danger of being ensnared by worldliness and covetousness. They 
should understand that it is His mercy that multiplies the demands for their means... He 
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thus makes man the medium through which to distribute His blessings on earth. God 
planned the system of beneficence in order that man might become like his Creator, 
benevolent and unselfish in character, and finally be a partaker with Christ of the eternal, 
glorious reward.  

Challenge: Compliment a family member. 
 
 
HEAVEN IS WAITING FOR YOU – DAY 12 

 
As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. John 20:21. 

Of the apostles it is written, “They went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following.” Mark 16:20. As Christ sent forth 
His disciples, so today He sends forth the members of His church. The same power that the 
apostles had is for them. If they will make God their strength, He will work with them, and 
they shall not labor in vain. Let them realize that the work in which they are engaged is one 
upon which the Lord has placed His signet. God said to Jeremiah, “Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt 
speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee.” Then the Lord put 
forth His hand and touched His servant's mouth, saying, “Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth.” Jeremiah 1:7-9. And He bids us go forth to speak the words He gives us, 
feeling His holy touch upon our lips. 

Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member should be a channel 
through which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His grace, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that the Saviour desires so much as agents 
who will represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing that the world 
needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the Saviour's love. All heaven is 
waiting for men and women through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity. 

The church is God's agency for the proclamation of truth, empowered by Him to do a 
special work; and if she is loyal to Him, obedient to all His commandments, there will dwell 
within her the excellency of divine grace. If she will be true to her allegiance, if she will 
honor the Lord God of Israel, there is no power that can stand against her. 

Zeal for God and His cause moved the disciples to bear witness to the gospel with mighty 
power. Should not a like zeal fire our hearts with a determination to tell the story of 
redeeming love, of Christ and Him crucified? It is the privilege of every Christian, not only 
to look for, but to hasten the coming of the Saviour.  

Challenge: Read & meditate on the crucifixion of Jesus. 
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SATAN REDOUBLES HIS EFFORTS – DAY 13 
 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. Psalm 
34:7. 

The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may 
find shelter and deliverance in the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure 
our houses with bolts and locks to protect our property and our lives from evil men; but we 
seldom think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose 
attacks we have, in our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract 
our minds, disorder and torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their 
only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the 
divine claims and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of 
evil spirits. But those who follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that 
excel in strength are sent from heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot break 
through the guard which God has stationed about His people. 

The great controversy between Christ and Satan, that has been carried forward for nearly 
six thousand years, is soon to close; and the wicked one redoubles his efforts to defeat the 
work of Christ in man's behalf and to fasten souls in his snares. To hold the people in 
darkness and impenitence till the Saviour's mediation is ended, and there is no longer a 
sacrifice for sin, is the object which he seeks to accomplish. 

When there is no special effort made to resist his power, when indifference prevails in the 
church and the world, Satan is not concerned; for he is in no danger of losing those whom 
he is leading captive at his will. But when the attention is called to eternal things, and souls 
are inquiring, “What must I do to be saved?” he is on the ground, seeking to match his 
power against the power of Christ... He is in attendance when men assemble for the 
worship of God. Though hidden from sight, he is working with all diligence to control the 
minds of the worshipers.  

Challenge: Read & Meditate on the resurrection of Jesus 
 
 
 
 
MOMENTOUS STRUGGLE BEFORE US – DAY 14 
 
We ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5:29. 

A great crisis awaits the people of God. A crisis awaits the world. The most momentous 
struggle of all the ages is just before us... The question of enforcing Sunday observance 
has become one of national interest and importance. We well know what the result of this 
movement will be. But are we ready for the issue? Have we faithfully discharged the duty 
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which God has committed to us of giving the people warning of the danger before them? 
... 

There are many who have never understood the claims of the Bible Sabbath and the false 
foundation upon which the Sunday institution rests. Any movement in favor of religious 
legislation is really an act of concession to the papacy, which for so many ages has steadily 
warred against liberty of conscience. Sunday observance owes its existence as a so-called 
Christian institution to “the mystery of iniquity”; and its enforcement will be a virtual 
recognition of the principles which are the very cornerstone of Romanism. When our 
nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a Sunday law, 
Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it will be nothing else than giving life 
to the tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to spring again into 
active despotism... 

If popery or its principles shall again be legislated into power, the fires of persecution will 
be rekindled against those who will not sacrifice conscience and the truth in deference to 
popular errors. This evil is on the point of realization. 

When God has given us light showing the dangers before us, how can we stand clear in His 
sight if we neglect to put forth every effort in our power to bring it before the people? Can 
we be content to leave them to meet this momentous issue unwarned? ... 

When the laws of earthly rulers are brought into opposition to the laws of the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe, then those who are God's loyal subjects will be true to Him.  

Challenge: Memorize a new Bible verse. 
 
 
A MASTERPIECE OF SATAN’S DECEPTIONS -- DAY 15 
 
The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. Deuteronomy 
29:29. 

Human knowledge of both material and spiritual things is partial and imperfect; therefore 
many are unable to harmonize their views of science with Scripture statements. Many 
accept mere theories and speculations as scientific facts, and they think that God's word is 
to be tested by the teachings of “science falsely so called.” 1 Timothy 6:20. The Creator and 
His works are beyond their comprehension; and because they cannot explain these by 
natural laws, Bible history is regarded as unreliable. Those who doubt the reliability of the 
records of the Old and New Testaments too often go a step further and doubt the 
existence of God and attribute infinite power to nature. Having let go their anchor, they 
are left to beat about upon the rocks of infidelity 
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Thus many err from the faith and are seduced by the devil... Human philosophy has 
attempted to search out and explain mysteries which will never be revealed through the 
eternal ages. If men would but search and understand what God has made known of 
Himself and His purposes, they would obtain such a view of the glory, majesty, and power 
of Jehovah that they would realize their own littleness and would be content with that 
which has been revealed... 

It is a masterpiece of Satan's deceptions to keep the minds of men searching and 
conjecturing in regard to that which God has not made known and which He does not 
intend that we shall understand. It was thus that Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He 
became dissatisfied because all the secrets of God's purposes were not confided to him, 
and he entirely disregarded that which was revealed concerning his own work in the lofty 
position assigned him. By arousing the same discontent in the angels under his command, 
he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue the minds of men with the same spirit and to 
lead them also to disregard the direct commands of God.  

Challenge: Read a book for at least 15 minutes.  
 
 
THE TIMES AND SEASONS – DAY 16 

 
He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 
in his own power. Acts 1:7. 

The times and seasons God has put in His own power. And why has not God given us this 
knowledge?—Because we would not make a right use of it if He did. A condition of things 
would result from this knowledge among our people that would greatly retard the work of 
God in preparing a people to stand in the great day that is to come.... Jesus has told His 
disciples to “watch,” but not for definite time. His followers are to be in the position of 
those who are listening for the orders of their Captain; they are to watch, wait, pray, and 
work, as they approach the time for the coming of the Lord; but no one will be able to 
predict just when that time will come; for “of that day and hour knoweth no man.” You will 
not be able to say that He will come in one, two, or five years, neither are you to put off His 
coming by stating that it may not be for ten or twenty years... We are not to know the 
definite time either for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ.  

Challenge: Reduce or eliminate sugar from your diet. 
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AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH – DAY 17 

As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. Luke 17:26. 

…a terrible condition of things exists in our world. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, 
ready to depart... The law of God is made void. We see and hear of confusion and 
perplexity, want and famine, earthquakes and floods; terrible outrages will be committed 
by men; passion, not reason, bears sway. The wrath of God is upon the inhabitants of the 
world, who are fast becoming as corrupt as were the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Already fire and flood are destroying thousands of lives and the property that has been 
selfishly accumulated by the oppression of the poor. The Lord is soon to cut short His work 
and put an end to sin. Oh, that the scenes which have come before me of the iniquities 
practiced in these last days, might make a deep impression on the minds of God's 
professing people. 

As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be when the Son of man shall be revealed. The 
Lord is removing His restrictions from the earth, and soon there will be death and 
destruction, increasing crime, and cruel, evil working against the rich who have exalted 
themselves against the poor. Those who are without God's protection will find no safety in 
any place or position. Human agents are being trained and are using their inventive power 
to put in operation the most powerful machinery to wound and to kill... 

My brethren and sisters ... I make my appeal to you... The lives of many are too delicate 
and dainty... They think themselves Christians, but they do not know what practical 
Christian life signifies. What does it mean to be a Christian? It means to be Christlike... Co-
operate with God by working in harmony with Him. Expel from the soul-temple everything 
that assumes the form of an idol. Now is God's time, and His time is your time. Fight the 
good fight of faith, refusing to think or to talk unbelief. The world is to hear the last 
warning message.  

Challenge: Reduce or eliminate sodium (salt). 
 
 
A GREAT TERROR SOON TO COME – DAY 18 

 
We are put on view to the world, and to angels, and to men. 1 Corinthians 4:9, Bible in Basic 
English. 

The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are preparing to act their part in the last 
great drama. With the great masses of mankind there is no unity, except as men 
confederate to accomplish their selfish purposes. God is looking on. His purposes in 
regard to His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled. The world has not been given into the 
hands of men, though God is permitting the elements of confusion and disorder to bear 
sway for a season. A power from beneath is working to bring about the last great scenes in 
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the drama—Satan coming as Christ, and working with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in those who are binding themselves together in secret societies. Those 
who are yielding to the passion for confederation are working out the plans of the enemy. 
The cause will be followed by the effect. 

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is 
soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. We who know the truth should be 
preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise... 

Are we as a people asleep? Oh, if the young men and young women in our institutions who 
are now unready for the Lord's appearing, unfitted to become members of the Lord's 
family, could only discern the signs of the times, what a change would be seen in them! 
The Lord Jesus is calling for self-denying workers to follow in His footsteps, to walk and 
work for Him, to lift the cross, and to follow where He leads the way. 

Many are readily satisfied with offering the Lord trifling acts of service. Their Christianity is 
feeble. Christ gave Himself for sinners. With what anxiety for the salvation of souls we 
should be filled as we see human beings perishing in sin! These souls have been bought at 
an infinite price. The death of the Son of God on Calvary's cross is the measure of their 
value. Day by day they are deciding whether they will have eternal life or eternal death.   

Challenge: Take a break. 
 
 
TURMOIL IN THE CITIES – DAY 19  

 
Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 2 Timothy 
3:13. 

It was not God's purpose that His people should be crowded into cities, huddled together 
in terraces and tenements. In the beginning He placed our first parents in a garden amidst 
the beautiful sights and attractive sounds of nature, and these sights and sounds He 
desires men to rejoice in today.  

Light has been given me that the cities will be filled with confusion, violence, and crime, 
and that these things will increase till the end of this earth's history.  

It is time for our people to take their families from the cities into more retired localities, 
else many of the youth, and many also of those older in years, will be ensnared and taken 
by the enemy.  

“Out of the cities; out of the cities!”—this is the message the Lord has been giving me. 

The turmoil and confusion that fill these cities, the conditions brought about by the labor 
unions and the strikes, would prove a great hindrance to our work. Men are seeking to 
bring those engaged in the different trades under bondage to certain unions. This is not 
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God's planning, but the planning of a power that we should in no wise acknowledge. God's 
word is fulfilling; the wicked are binding themselves up in bundles ready to be burned. 

We are now to use all our entrusted capabilities in giving the last warning message to the 
world. In this work we are to preserve our individuality. We are not to unite with secret 
societies or with trade-unions. We are to stand free in God, looking constantly to Christ.  

The ungodly cities of our world are to be swept away by the besom of destruction. In the 
calamities that are now befalling immense buildings and large portions of cities God is 
showing us what will come upon the whole earth. He has told us: “Now learn a parable of 
the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer 
is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it [the coming of the 
Son of man] is near, even at the doors.” Matthew 24:32, 33. 

Challenge: Drink more water. 
 
 
HEALING CAN BE FROM THE DEVIL – DAY 20 

 
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8. 

The fallacies of Satan are now being multiplied, and those who swerve from the path of 
truth will lose their bearings. Having nothing to which to anchor, they will drift from one 
delusion to another, blown about by the winds of strange doctrines. Satan has come down 
with great power. Many will be deceived by his miracles. 

…In the future great watchfulness will be needed. There is to be among God's people no 
spiritual stupidity. Evil spirits are actively engaged in seeking to control the minds of 
human beings. Men are binding up in bundles, ready to be consumed by the fires of the 
last days. Those who discard Christ and His righteousness will accept the sophistry that is 
flooding the world. Christians are to be sober and vigilant, steadfastly resisting their 
adversary the devil, who is going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
Men under the influence of evil spirits will work miracles... 

We need not be deceived. Wonderful scenes, with which Satan will be closely connected, 
will soon take place. God's Word declares that Satan will work miracles. He will make 
people sick, and then will suddenly remove from them his satanic power. They will then be 
regarded as healed. These works of apparent healing will bring Seventh-day Adventists to 
the test... 

If those through whom cures are performed, are disposed, on account of these 
manifestations, to excuse their neglect of the law of God, and continue in disobedience, 
though they have power to any and every extent, it does not follow that they have the 
great power of God. On the contrary, it is the miracle-working power of the great deceiver. 
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He is a transgressor of the moral law, and employs every device that he can master to 
blind men to its true character. We are warned that in the last days he will work with signs 
and lying wonders. And he will continue these wonders until the close of probation, that he 
may point to them as evidence that he is an angel of light and not of darkness. 

Challenge: Reduce your use of electronics. 
 

 
COUNTERFEITS – DAY 21 
 
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them. Isaiah 8:20. 

The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of 
false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan employs every possible 
device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances 
reveal his deceptions. At every revival of God's work the prince of evil is aroused to more 
intense activity; he is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ 
and His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to 
perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true 
that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By 
their testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested... 

The man who makes the working of miracles the test of his faith will find that Satan can, 
through a species of deceptions, perform wonders that will appears to be genuine 
miracles. 

Satan is a cunning worker, and he will bring in subtle fallacies to darken and confuse the 
mind and root out the doctrines of salvation. Those who do not accept the Word of God 
just as it reads, will be snared in his trap. 

Evil angels are upon our track every moment... They assume new ground and work 
marvels and miracles in our sight... 

Some will be tempted to receive these wonders as from God. The sick will be healed before 
us. Miracles will be performed in our sight. Are we prepared for the trial which awaits us 
when the lying wonders of Satan shall be more fully exhibited? Will not many souls be 
ensnared and taken? By departing from the plain precepts and commandments of God, 
and giving heed to fables, the minds of many are preparing to receive these lying wonders. 
We must all now seek to arm ourselves for the contest in which we must soon engage. 
Faith in God's word, prayerfully studied and practically applied, will be our shield from 
Satan's power and will bring us off conquerors through the blood of Christ. 

Challenge: Send a greeting to someone you haven’t seen in a while. Call, text, or mail a 
note to let them know you’re thinking of them. 
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WATCH OUT FOR THE DIVIDERS – DAY 22 
 
It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! Luke 
17:1. 

God is bringing out a people and preparing them to stand as one, united, to speak the 
same things, and carry out the prayer of Christ for his disciples... “That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us...” 

There are little companies continually arising who believe that God is only with the very 
few, the very scattered, and their influence is to tear down and scatter that which God's 
servants build up... The people who are putting forth every effort in accordance with God's 
word to be one, who are established in the message of the third angel, they look upon with 
suspicion, for the reason that they are extending their labor, and are gathering souls into 
the truth. They look upon them as being worldly, because they have influence in the 
world... 

One man arises, claiming to be led of God, who advocates the heresy of the non-
resurrection of the wicked... Another cherishes erroneous views in regard to the future 
age... They all want full religious liberty, and each one goes independent of the others, and 
yet claims that God is especially at work among them... These people are not sane; they 
are carried away with a false excitement, and we know that they do not have the truth... 
Would to God they would be reformed or give up the Sabbath. They would not then stand 
in the way of unbelievers... 

God is angry with those who pursue a course to make the world hate them. If a Christian is 
hated because of his good works, and for following Christ, he will have a reward. But if he 
is hated because he does not take a course to be loved, hated because of his uncultivated 
manners, and because he makes the truth a matter of quarrel with his neighbors, and 
because he has taken a course to make the Sabbath as annoying as possible to them, he is 
a stumbling-block to sinners, a reproach to the sacred truth, and unless he repents it were 
better for him that a millstone were hung about his neck, and he cast into the sea. 

Challenge: Go to bed early. 
 
 
COMING EVENTS CLEARLY REVEALED – DAY 23 

 
The Lord God does nothing without giving to his servants the prophets knowledge of his 
plans. Amos 3:7, N.E.B. 

The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time 
of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these 
important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches to catch away every 
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impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of trouble will find 
them unready. 

As we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies relating to the last days 
especially demand our study. The last book of the New Testament scriptures is full of truth 
that we need to understand. 

The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to occupy 
the first place in the minds of God's people... 

Precious time is rapidly passing, and there is danger that many will be robbed of the time 
which should be given to the proclamation of the messages that God has sent to a fallen 
world. Satan is pleased to see the diversion of minds that should be engaged in a study of 
the truths which have to do with eternal realities. 

The testimony of Christ, a testimony of the most solemn character, is to be borne to the 
world. All through the book of Revelation there are the most precious, elevating promises, 
and there are also warnings of the most fearfully solemn import. Will not those who 
profess to have a knowledge of the truth read the testimony given to John by Christ? Here 
is no guesswork, no scientific deception. Here are the truths that concern our present and 
future welfare. What is the chaff to the wheat? 

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the 
love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive. 
By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all the testing time 
will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed. Are the 
people of God now so firmly established upon His word that they would not yield to the 
evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible only? 

Challenge: Pray for someone you don’t like. 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR WHAT LIES AHEAD – DAY 24 

 
Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek 
righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's 
anger. Zephaniah 2:3. 

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is 
soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. God's people should be preparing 
for what is to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. 

The “time of trouble, such as never was,” is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an 
experience which we do not now possess and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is 
often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of 
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the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. 
In that time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God. “Though Noah, Daniel, 
and Job” were in the land, “as I live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor 
daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.” Ezekiel 14:20. 

The last great conflict between truth and error is but the final struggle of the long-
standing controversy concerning the law of God. Upon this battle we are now entering—a 
battle between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the religion of the 
Bible and the religion of fable and tradition. 

We should study the great waymarks that point out the times in which we are living... We 
should now pray most earnestly that we may be prepared for the struggles of the great 
day of God's preparation. 

Those who place themselves under God's control, to be led and guided by Him, will catch 
the steady tread of the events ordained by Him to take place. Inspired with the Spirit of 
Him who gave His life for the life of the world, they will no longer stand still in impotency, 
pointing to what they cannot do. Putting on the armor of heaven, they will go forth to the 
warfare, willing to do and dare for God, knowing that His omnipotence will supply their 
need. 

Challenge: Eliminate sugar from your diet. 
 

 
SPIRITUALISM’S ROLE IN DECEPTION – DAY 25 
 
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 1 John 4:1. 

Many will be ensnared through the belief that spiritualism is a merely human imposture; 
when brought face to face with manifestations which they cannot but regard as 
supernatural, they will be deceived, and will be led to accept them as the great power of 
God. 

As the teachings of spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon 
the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal 
the basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches. 

The popular ministry cannot successfully resist spiritualism. They have nothing wherewith 
to shield their flocks from its baleful influence. Much of the sad result of spiritualism will 
rest upon ministers of this age; for they have trampled the truth under their feet, and in its 
stead have preferred fables. 
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Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the world. The foundation of 
his work was laid by the assurance given to Eve in Eden: “Ye shall not surely die.” “In the 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil.” Genesis 3:4, 5. Little by little he has prepared the way for his masterpiece of 
deception in the development of spiritualism. He has not yet reached the full 
accomplishment of his designs; but it will be reached in the last remnant of time. Says the 
prophet: “I saw three unclean spirits like frogs.... They are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” Revelation 16:13, 14. Except those 
who are kept by the power of God, through faith in His word, the whole world will be swept 
into the ranks of this delusion. The people are fast being lulled to a fatal security, to be 
awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God. 

Challenge: Go for a walk. 
 
 

THE SPIRITS AND THE SUNDAY LAW ISSUE – DAY 26 
 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them. Isaiah 8:20. 

The miracle-working power manifested through spiritualism will exert its influence against 
those who choose to obey God rather than men. Communications from the spirits will 
declare that God has sent them to convince the rejecters of Sunday of their error, affirming 
that the laws of the land should be obeyed as the law of God. They will lament the great 
wickedness in the world and second the testimony of religious teachers that the degraded 
state of morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday. Great will be the indignation 
excited against all who refuse to accept their testimony. 

Those who oppose the teachings of spiritualism are assailing, not men alone, but Satan 
and his angels. They have entered upon a contest against principalities and powers and 
wicked spirits in high places. Satan will not yield one inch of ground except as he is driven 
back by the power of heavenly messengers. The people of God should be able to meet 
him, as did our Saviour, with the words: “It is written.” Satan can quote Scripture now as in 
the days of Christ, and he will pervert its teachings to sustain his delusions. Those who 
would stand in this time of peril must understand for themselves the testimony of the 
Scriptures. 

Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils personating beloved relatives or friends 
and declaring the most dangerous heresies. These visitants will appeal to our tenderest 
sympathies and will work miracles to sustain their pretensions. We must be prepared to 
withstand them with the Bible truth that the dead know not anything and that they who 
thus appear are the spirits of devils. 
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Satanic agencies in human form will take part in this last great conflict to oppose the 
building up of the kingdom of God. And heavenly angels in human guise will be on the 
field of action. The two opposing parties will continue to exist till the closing up of the last 
great chapter in this world's history. 

Challenge: Memorize at least one Bible verse. 
 
 

THE FALSE REVIVAL – DAY 27 
 

Then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: even him, whose coming is after the 
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders. 2 Thessalonians 2:8, 9. 

Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, points to the special working of Satan in 
spiritualism as an event to take place immediately before the second advent of Christ. 
Speaking of Christ's second coming, he declares that it is “after the working of Satan with 
all power and signs and lying wonders.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9. 

Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there will be among the 
people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since 
apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that 
time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world 
has supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly 
accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a 
people for the Lord's second coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and 
before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by 
introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power 
he will make it appear that God's special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest 
what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working 
marvelously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, 
Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian world.2 

Young men and women will be lifted up, and will regard themselves as wonderfully 
favored, called to do some great thing. There will be conversions many, after a peculiar 
order, but they will not bear the divine signature. Immorality will come in, and 
extravagance, and many will make shipwreck of faith. 

Challenge: Read & meditate on the Word of God 
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TROUBLOUS TIMES RIGHT UPON US – DAY 28 
 

After these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree. Revelation 7:1. 

Four mighty angels are still holding the four winds of the earth. Terrible destruction is 
forbidden to come in full. The ... winds will be the stirring up of the nations to one deadly 
combat, while the angels hold the four winds, forbidding the terrible power of Satan to be 
exercised in its fury until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. 

The signs of the times give evidence that the judgments of heaven are being poured out, 
that the day of the Lord is at hand. The daily papers are full of indications of an intense 
conflict in the future. Bold robberies are of frequent occurrence. Strikes are common. 
Thefts and murders are committed on every hand. Men possessed by demons are taking 
the lives of men, women, and little children. All these things testify that the Lord's coming 
is near. 

The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, 
storms, tempests, disasters by sea and by land, follow one another in quick succession. 
The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son of God, are 
attributed to any other than the true cause... 

The time is right upon us when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can 
heal. Even before the last great destruction comes upon the world, the flattering 
monuments of man's greatness will be crumbled in the dust. God's retributive judgments 
will fall on those who in the face of great light have continued in sin. Costly buildings, 
supposed to be fireproof, are erected. But as Sodom perished in the flames of God's 
vengeance, so will these proud structures become ashes. I have seen vessels which cost 
immense sums of money wrestling with the mighty ocean, seeking to breast the angry 
billows. But with all their treasures of gold and silver, and with all their human freight, they 
sank into a watery grave... But amid the tumult of excitement, with confusion in every 
place, there is a work to be done for God in the world. 

Challenge: Don’t complain. 
 

 
THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY – DAY 29 

 
I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he 
spake as a dragon. Revelation 13:11. 

One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this prophecy; it points unmistakably 
to the United States of America. 
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Here is a striking figure of the rise and growth of our own nation. And the lamb-like horns, 
emblems or innocence and gentleness, well represent the character of our government, as 
expressed in its two fundamental principles, Republicanism and Protestantism. 

The Lord has done more for the United States than for any other country upon which the 
sun shines. Here He provided an asylum for His people, where they could worship Him 
according to the dictates of conscience. Here Christianity has progressed in its purity. The 
life-giving doctrine of the one Mediator between God and man has been freely taught. God 
designed that this country should ever remain free for all people to worship Him in 
accordance with the dictates of conscience. He designed that its civil institutions, in their 
expansive productions, should represent the freedom of gospel privileges. 

But the enemy of all righteousness has designs upon God's purpose for this country. He 
will bring in enterprises that will lead men to forget that there is a God. Worldliness and 
covetousness, which is idolatry, will prevail through the working of the archdeceiver, till the 
law of God, in all its bearings, shall be made void. 

…Satan is stealing a march upon us. The law of God, through the agency of Satan, is to be 
made void. In our land of boasted freedom, religious liberty will come to an end.  

When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men 
in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing 
oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God 
will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national apostasy will be 
followed by national ruin. 

Challenge: Eat more fruit. 
 
 

PERSECUTED FOR CHRIST’S SAKE – DAY 30 
 

All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12. 

As Christ was hated without cause, so will His people be hated because they are obedient 
to the commandments of God. If He who was pure, holy, and undefiled, who did good and 
only good in our world, was treated as a base criminal and condemned to death, His 
disciples must expect but similar treatment, however faultless may be their life and 
blameless their character. 

Human enactments, laws manufactured by satanic agencies under a plea of goodness and 
restriction of evil, will be exalted, while God's holy commandments are despised and 
trampled underfoot. And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of Jehovah 
must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before councils that have not for their 
standard the high and holy law of God. 
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Those who live during the last days of this earth's history will know what it means to be 
persecuted for the truth's sake. In the courts injustice will prevail. The judges will refuse to 
listen to the reasons of those who are loyal to the commandments of God, because they 
know that arguments in favor of the fourth commandment are unanswerable. They will 
say, “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die.” God's law is nothing to them. “Our 
law” with them is supreme. Those who respect this human law will be favored, but those 
who will not bow to the idol sabbath will have no favors shown them. 

In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but 
when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are 
stripped of their foliage. So the falsehearted professor may not now be distinguished from 
the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let 
opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, 
and the halfhearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian 
will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity. 

Challenge: Exercise for at least 30 minutes. 
 

 
FORMER BRETHREN WORST PERSECUTORS – DAY 31  

 
Then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 
another. Matthew 24:10. 

As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's 
message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their 
position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its 
spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is 
brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing 
address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. 
They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are 
brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient 
agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to 
stir up the rulers against them. 

The season of distress before God's people will call for a faith that will not falter. His 
children must make it manifest that He is the only object of their worship, and that no 
consideration, not even that of life itself, can induce them to make the least concession to 
false worship. 

At that time the gold will be separated from the dross.... Many a star that we have admired 
for its brilliance will then go out in darkness. Those who have assumed the ornaments of 
the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will then appear in the 
shame of their own nakedness. 
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Among earth's inhabitants, scattered in every land, there are those who have not bowed 
the knee to Baal. Like the stars of heaven, which appear only at night, these faithful ones 
will shine forth when darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the people.... In the 
hour of deepest apostasy, when Satan's supreme effort is made to cause “all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond,” to receive, under penalty of death, the sign of 
allegiance to a false rest day, these faithful ones ... will “shine as lights in the world.” 
... Philippians 2:15. The darker the night, the more brilliantly will they shine. 

Challenge: Go to bed early. 
 

 
BETRAYED BY FRIENDS AND RELATIVES – DAY 32 

 
A man's foes shall be they of his own household. Matthew 10:36. 

When the law of God is made void, and the church is sifted by the fiery trials that are to try 
all that live upon the earth, a great proportion of those who are supposed to be genuine 
will give heed to seducing spirits, and will turn traitors and betray sacred trusts. They will 
prove our very worst persecutors. “Of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them;” and many will give heed to seducing spirits. 

Those who apostatize in time of trial will bear false witness and betray their brethren, to 
secure their own safety. They will tell where their brethren are concealed, putting the 
wolves on their track. Christ has warned us of this, that we may not be surprised at the 
cruel, unnatural course pursued by friends and relatives. 

We shall find that we must let loose of all hands except the hand of Jesus Christ. Friends 
will prove treacherous, and will betray us. Relatives, deceived by the enemy, will think they 
do God service in opposing us and putting forth the utmost efforts to bring us into hard 
places, hoping we will deny our faith. But we may trust our hand in the hand of Christ amid 
darkness and peril. 

The followers of Christ must expect to encounter sneers. They will be reviled; their words 
and their faith will be misrepresented. Coldness and contempt may be harder to endure 
than martyrdom... 

Parents will turn harshly against their children who accept unpopular truth. Those who 
conscientiously serve God will be accused of rebellion. Property that was willed to children 
or other relatives who believe the present truth will be given into other hands. Guardians 
will rob orphans and widows of their just dues. Those who depart from evil will make 
themselves a prey through laws enacted to compel the conscience. Men will take to 
themselves property to which they have no right. The words of the apostle will be verified 
in the near future: “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  

Challenge: Find a place away from the crowd to pray three times today. 
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THE CHURCH APPEARS ABOUT TO FALL – DAY 33  
 

But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Isaiah 49:14, 15. 

Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church 
may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be 
sifted out—the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but 
nevertheless it must take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood 
of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without 
spot or stain of sin, without guile in their mouths.... The remnant that purify their souls by 
obeying the truth gather strength from the trying process, exhibiting the beauty of 
holiness amid the surrounding apostasy.  

I know that the Lord loves His church. It is not to be disorganized or broken up into 
independent atoms. There is not the least consistency in this; there is not the least 
evidence that such a thing will be. Those who shall heed this false message and try to 
leaven others will be deceived and prepared to receive advanced delusions, and they will 
come to nought.  

I am encouraged and blessed as I realize that the God of Israel is still guiding His people, 
and that He will continue to be with them, even to the end.  

We cannot now step off the foundation that God has established. We cannot now enter 
into any new organization; for this would mean apostasy from the truth.  

The church, soon to enter upon her most severe conflict, will be the object most dear to 
God upon earth. The confederacy of evil will be stirred with power from beneath, and 
Satan will cast all the reproach possible upon the chosen ones whom he cannot deceive 
and delude with his satanic inventions and falsehoods. But exalted “to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins,” will Christ, our 
representative and head, close His heart, or withdraw His hand, or falsify His promise? No; 
never, never.  

Challenge: Don’t worry. 
 

 
THE PURIFICATION OF THE CHURCH – DAY 34 

 
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Malachi 
3:3. 
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The time is upon us when the miracle-working power of the archdeceiver will be more 
decidedly revealed. And his deceptions will increase in their delusive attraction, so that 
they will perplex, and if possible, deceive, the very elect. The prince of darkness with his 
evil angels is working upon the Christian world, inducing those who profess the name of 
Christ to stand under the banner of darkness, to make war with those who keep the 
commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus. 

An apostate church will unite with the powers of earth and hell to place upon the forehead 
or in the hand, the mark of the beast, and prevail upon the children of God to worship the 
beast and his image. They will seek to compel them to renounce their allegiance to God's 
law, and yield homage to the papacy. Then will come the times which will try men's souls; 
for the confederacy of apostasy will demand that the loyal subjects of God shall renounce 
the law of Jehovah, and repudiate the truth of His word. Then will the gold be separated 
from the dross, and it will be made apparent who are the godly, who are the loyal and true, 
and who are the disloyal, the dross and the tinsel. What clouds of chaff will then be borne 
away by the fan of God! Where now our eyes can discover only rich floors of wheat, will be 
chaff blown away with the fan of God. Every one who is not centered in Christ will fail to 
stand the test and ordeal of that day. While those who are clothed with Christ's 
righteousness will stand firm to truth and duty, those who have trusted in their own 
righteousness will be ranged under the black banner of the prince of darkness. Then it will 
be seen whether the choice is for Christ or Belial. 

Those who have been self-distrustful, who have been so circumstanced that they have not 
dared to face stigma and reproach, will at last openly declare themselves for Christ and His 
law; while many who have appeared to be flourishing trees, but who have borne no fruit, 
will go with the multitude to do evil, and will receive the mark of apostasy in the forehead 
or in the hand. 

Challenge: Go for a walk. 
 
 
SATANIC MIRACLES – DAY 35 

 
Here shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Matthew 24:24. 

The enemy is preparing to deceive the whole world by his miracle-working power. He will 
assume to personate the angels of light, to personate Jesus Christ. 

So far as his power extends, he will perform actual miracles. Says the Scripture: “He ... 
deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had 
power to do,” not merely those which he pretends to do. Something more than mere 
impostures is brought to view in this scripture. But there is a limit beyond which Satan 
cannot go, and here he calls deception to his aid and counterfeits the work which he has 
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not power actually to perform. In the last days he will appear in such a manner as to make 
men believe him to be Christ come the second time into the world. He will indeed 
transform himself into an angel of light. 

He will come personating Jesus Christ, working mighty miracles; and men will fall down 
and worship him as Jesus Christ. We shall be commanded to worship this being, whom the 
world will glorify as Christ. 

Just before us is “the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” Revelation 3:10. All whose faith is not firmly established upon 
the word of God will be deceived and overcome. Satan works “with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness” to gain control of the children of men, and his deceptions will 
continually increase. But he can gain his object only as men voluntarily yield to his 
temptations. Those who are earnestly seeking a knowledge of the truth and are striving to 
purify their souls through obedience, thus doing what they can to prepare for the conflict, 
will find, in the God of truth, a sure defense. “Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee” (verse 10), is the Saviour's promise. He would sooner send 
every angel out of heaven to protect His people than leave one soul that trusts in Him to 
be overcome by Satan. 

Challenge: Compliment someone. 
 

 
SIGHTS OF A SUPERNATURAL CHARACTER – DAY 36 

 
Great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and 
great signs shall there be from heaven. Luke 21:11. 

As we near the close of time, there will be greater and still greater external parade of 
heathen power; heathen deities will manifest their signal power, and will exhibit 
themselves before the cities of the world; and this delineation has already begun to be 
fulfilled. 

The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments upon Jerusalem is to have 
another fulfillment, of which that terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of 
the chosen city we may behold the doom of a world that has rejected God's mercy and 
trampled upon His law. 

Signs and wonders appeared, foreboding disaster and doom. In the midst of the night an 
unnatural light shone over the temple and the altar. Upon the clouds at sunset were 
pictured chariots and men of war gathering for battle. 

Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in token of 
the power of miracle-working demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the 
earth and to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with 
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Satan in his last struggle against the government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and 
subjects will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and 
claiming the title and worship which belong to the world's Redeemer. They will perform 
wonderful miracles of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven 
contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures. 

Challenge: Drink more water. 
 
 

THE SEAL OF GOD AND THE MARK OF THE BEAST – DAY 37 
 

Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. Isaiah 8:16. 

The living righteous will receive the seal of God prior to the close of probation. 

The sign, or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath, the 
Lord's memorial of creation... The mark of the beast is the opposite of this—the 
observance of the first day of the week 

Sundaykeeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will not be until the decree goes forth 
causing men to worship this idol sabbath. The time will come when this day will be the test, 
but that time has not come yet. 

No one has yet received the mark of the beast. The testing time has not yet come. There 
are true Christians in every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion. None 
are condemned until they have had the light and have seen the obligation of the fourth 
commandment. But when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and 
the loud cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his 
image, the line will be clearly drawn between the false and the true. Then those who still 
continue in transgression will receive the mark of the beast. 

If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday 
observance, and yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath 
which God calls “my holy day,” you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take 
place? When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and 
worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be 
other than a common working day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and 
refuse the seal of God. 

In a little while every one who is a child of God will have His seal placed upon him. O that it 
may be placed upon our foreheads! Who can endure the thought of being passed by when 
the angel goes forth to seal the servants of God in their foreheads?  

Challenge: Eat healthy. 
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THE SEALING AND THE LATTER RAIN – DAY 38 
 
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 2 Timothy 2:19. 

Before the work is closed up and the sealing of God's people is finished, we shall receive 
the outpouring of the Spirit of God. Angels from heaven will be in our midst. 

Our heavenly Father claims not at our hands that which we cannot perform. He desires His 
people to labor earnestly to carry out His purpose for them. They are to pray for power, 
expect power, and receive power, that they may grow up into the full stature of men and 
women in Christ Jesus. 

Not all members of the church are cultivating personal piety; therefore they do not 
understand their personal responsibility. They do not realize that it is their privilege and 
duty to reach the high standard of Christian perfection... Are we looking forward to the 
latter rain, confidently hoping for a better day, when the church shall be endued with 
power from on high and thus fitted for work? The latter rain will never refresh and 
invigorate the indolent, who do not use the powers God has given them. 

We are in great need of the pure, life-giving atmosphere that nurtures and invigorates the 
spiritual life. We need greater earnestness. The solemn message given us to give to the 
world is to be proclaimed with greater fervency, even with an intensity that will impress 
unbelievers, leading them to see that the Most High is working with us, that He is the 
source of our efficiency and strength... 

Are you using all your powers in an effort to bring the lost sheep back to the fold? There 
are thousands upon thousands in ignorance who might be warned. Pray as you have never 
prayed before for the power of Christ. Pray for the inspiration of His Spirit, that you may be 
filled with a desire to save those who are perishing. Let the prayer ascend to heaven, “God 
be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; that thy way may be 
known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations” (Psalm 67:1, 2). 

Challenge: Write down three things that you’re grateful for. 
 

 
THE REMNANT AND THE SEALING – DAY 39 

 
And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Zechariah 3:2. 

The remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. 
Satan numbers the world as his subjects; he has gained control of the apostate churches. 
But here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them from 
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the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy 
Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people 
of God. All will be required to render obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine 
law. Those who will be true to God and to duty will be menaced, denounced, and 
proscribed. They will be betrayed “both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and 
friends.” 

Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only defense will be prayer. As Joshua was 
pleading before the Angel, so the remnant church, with brokenness of heart and earnest 
faith, will plead for pardon and deliverance through Jesus their Advocate... 

Satan urges before God his accusations against them, declaring that they have by their 
sins forfeited the divine protection, and claiming the right to destroy them as 
transgressors... 

But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves to the 
control of evil. They have put away their sins, and have sought the Lord in humility and 
contrition, and the divine Advocate pleads in their behalf... 

The people of God are sighing and crying for the abominations done in the land. With 
tears they warn the wicked of their danger in trampling upon the divine law, and with 
unutterable sorrow they humble themselves before the Lord on account of their own 
transgressions. The wicked mock their sorrow, ridicule their solemn appeals, and sneer at 
what they term their weakness. But the anguish and humiliation of God's people is 
unmistakable evidence that they are regaining the strength and nobility of character lost 
in consequence of sin... 

While Satan was urging his accusations, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, 
placing upon them the seal of the living God. 

Challenge: Go to bed early.  
 
 
HIGH TIME TO AWAKE – DAY 40 

 
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Romans 13:11, 
12. 

The great controversy is nearing its end. Every report of calamity by sea or land is a 
testimony to the fact that the end of all things is at hand. Wars and rumors of wars declare 
it. Is there a Christian whose pulse does not beat with quickened action as he anticipates 
the great events opening before us? The Lord is coming. We hear the footsteps of an 
approaching God. 
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This knowledge of the nearness of Christ's coming should not be allowed to lose its force, 
and we become careless and inattentive, and fall into slumber—into an insensibility and 
indifference to realities. In slumber we are in an unreal world, and not sensible of the 
things which are taking place around us... 

There are those who have the blazing light of truth shining all around them, and yet are 
insensible to it. They are enchanted by the enemy, held under a spell by his bewitching 
power. They are not preparing for that great day which is soon to come to our world. They 
seem utterly insensible to religious truth. 

Are there not some youth who are awake? Those who see that the night cometh, and also 
the morning, should work with untiring energy to arouse their sleeping associates. Can 
they not feel their peril, pray for them, and show them by their own life and character that 
they believe themselves that Christ is soon to come? ... The rapidly diminishing space of 
time between us and eternity should more deeply impress us. Every day that passes makes 
one less left us to complete our work of perfecting character... 

As long as there are many asleep, many sporting away the precious hours in careless 
indifference, as it were, upon the very brink of the eternal world, those who do believe 
must be sober, must be awake, must be earnest and diligent, and watch unto prayer... 

Have you, dear youth, your lamps trimmed and burning? 

Challenge: Spend time with God in a peaceful place. 


